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Upcoming Events  
 

June 26 
4th Annual Jean B. Purvis 

Community Cornerstone Award 

honoring  

Mike Robb 
at the 

Butler Country Club 

Cash bar & Hors d’oeuvres @ 6 pm 

Dinner @ 7 pm 
 

Tickets $125 per person 
 

For more information  

or to purchase tickets, visit 

www.butlerhealthclinic.org  

 

July 24 
Mission of Mercy Dental Clinic 

Event, Pittsburgh 

Our dental team is volunteering! 
This will be our second year. Last 

year, the event was larger than we 

could have imagined. Being there 

and helping - it was amazing to work 

with so many others and to see the 

number of the people that 

benefited from this great event. 

We’re looking forward to this year! 

 

 

Nov 6 
Signature Sensations 

Save the date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We miss all of you! We hope you’re healthy and not getting 

too bored.  I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on 

what’s happening with our fund raising activities at the Center.  As 

you can probably imagine, the Coronavirus pandemic has presented 

significant challenges to our development operations. We had to 

reschedule the annual Cornerstone Award dinner from April 30th 

until June 26th.  Hopefully we will be able to hold it at that later date. 

We count on that event to provide approximately 10% of our annual 

funding.  We also saw a significant decrease in the amount of 

donations we receive from our Annual Report mailing.  That mailing 

hit everyone’s mailbox at the same time the Coronavirus became an 

issue. Thanks to several unexpected generous gifts from individuals 

and organizations, we will end our fiscal year in the black.  

 We would like to thank all of you for your support that enables 

us to continue providing quality healthcare during the Coronavirus 

crisis.  Our budget depends totally on charitable gifts from people 

like you. 

 We, like other non-profit organizations, must seek your 

continued support so we can continue providing our services to 

those in need.  All of you are important because of the financial and 

volunteer support you provide the Jean B. Purvis Community Health 

Center. We couldn’t do it without you!  We hope to see you soon. 

Jim 

 

We are so grateful! The Jean B. 
Purvis Community Health Center has 

received a donation from an anonymous 
donor to fund our dental department 

for an entire year!! 

This is an amazing gift! Thank you! 

 

http://www.butlerhealthclinic.org/
http://www.butlerhealthclinic.org/
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Did you know….. Most Veterans receive health care through the VA; 

however, most do not qualify for dental care through the VA. The Jean B. 

Purvis Community Health Center is honored to help and to serve our 

Veterans by providing free dental care to those who have served us. 

 

In 2019, we provided dental care to 117 Veterans, such as: 
 

 59 year old Veteran. Had never really been to a dentist and never brushed his 
teeth. He wanted all of his teeth out. After his exam, he needed some fillings but no 
extractions. He was very hesitant about getting dental treatment. Since his first 
appointment, he has gotten many fillings done; has improved his oral hygiene. He has 
also formed a good bond with our dentist. 
 

 Veteran, 77 years old. He works part time and Lauren says, he “is the nicest man 
ever!” He didn’t have many teeth left when we started seeing him and unfortunately, 
they needed to be extracted. He had a very hard time getting the extractions done 
but after 4 appointments, the work is done. All of the infection and painful teeth are 
gone but now he is in need of dentures. 
 

 68 years old Veteran, USMC. He had a couple bad teeth when he came in. We 
completed some extractions, fillings and a cleaning. He was very happy with the 
treatment he has received. Money is tight for him and his wife as they are raising 
their teen-age grandson. 
 

 75 year old Veteran. He had just finished having surgeries and chemo treatments 
for lung and colon cancer. He is currently cancer free! Because of what he had to go 
through, his teeth are in bad shape. We have finished 6 out of the 7 extractions that 
he needs and then, start on the 10 fillings that are needed.   

“In Flanders Fields” 

by John McCrae, May 1915 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

“We Shall Keep the Faith” 

by Moina Michael, November 1918 

Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields, 
Sleep sweet – to rise anew! 
We caught the torch you threw 
And holding high, we keep the Faith 
With All who died. 

We cherish, too, the poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor led; 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies, 
But lends a lustre to the red 
Of the flower that blooms above the dead 
In Flanders Fields. 

And now the Torch and Poppy Red 
We wear in honor of our dead. 
Fear not that ye have died for naught; 
We’ll teach the lesson that ye wrought 
In Flanders Fields. 

WHY IS THE POPPY A SYMBOL OF MEMORIAL DAY? 
 

In the war-torn battlefields of Europe, the common red field 
poppy (Papaver rhoeas) was one of the first plants to reappear. Its 
seeds scattered in the wind and sat dormant in the ground, only 
germinating when the ground was disturbed—as it was by the very 
brutal fighting of World War 1. 
 

John McCrae, a Canadian soldier and physician, witnessed the 
war first hand and was inspired to write the now-famous poem 
“In Flanders Fields” in 1915. He saw the poppies scattered 
throughout the battlefield surrounding his artillery position 
in Belgium. 

 

In November 1918, days before the official end of the war, an 
American professor named Moina Michael wrote her own poem, “We 
Shall Keep the Faith,” which was inspired by McCrae’s “In 
Flanders Fields.” In her poem, she mentioned wearing the “poppy 
red” to honor the dead, and with that, the tradition of 
adorning one’s clothing with a single red poppy in remembrance 
of those killed in the Great War was born. Moina herself came 
to be known—and honored—as “The Poppy Lady.” 
The wearing of the poppy was traditionally done on Memorial Day 
in the United States, but the symbolism has evolved to 
encompass all veterans living and deceased. Today, poppies are 
not only a symbol of loss of life, but also of recovery and new 
life, especially in support of servicemen and women. 

 

 


